
AANC Core Curriculum for Progressive and
Critical Care Nursing: A Cornerstone for
Advanced Nursing Practice
The American Association of Critical-Care Nurses (AACN) has developed
the Core Curriculum for Progressive and Critical Care Nursing as a
foundational guide for nurses seeking advanced knowledge and skills in
critical care settings. This comprehensive curriculum provides a structured
framework for nurses to enhance their clinical judgment, decision-making
abilities, and leadership skills in caring for critically ill patients.
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Key Features of the AANC Core Curriculum

1. Evidence-Based Practice: The curriculum emphasizes the integration
of the latest evidence-based practices, ensuring that nurses are
equipped with the most up-to-date knowledge and interventions to
provide optimal patient outcomes.
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2. Technological Advancements: It incorporates the latest technological
advancements in critical care, preparing nurses to navigate the
complexities of advanced monitoring systems, mechanical ventilation,
and other sophisticated technologies.

3. Ethical Considerations: The curriculum addresses ethical
considerations in critical care, helping nurses develop a strong ethical
framework for decision-making and patient advocacy in complex
medical situations.

4. Interprofessional Collaboration: It promotes interprofessional
collaboration, fostering teamwork and communication among nurses,
physicians, and other healthcare professionals involved in critical care.

5. Quality Improvement: The curriculum emphasizes quality
improvement initiatives, equipping nurses with the tools and strategies
to continuously enhance the quality and safety of patient care.

Target Audience

The AANC Core Curriculum is designed for nurses who are:

Seeking advanced knowledge and skills in progressive and critical
care nursing.

Pursuing certification in critical care nursing.

Assuming leadership roles in critical care units.

Educators in critical care nursing programs.

Healthcare professionals seeking to expand their understanding of
critical care nursing practices.



Benefits of Using the AANC Core Curriculum

Nurses who utilize the AANC Core Curriculum will benefit from:

Enhanced clinical judgment and decision-making abilities.

Updated knowledge of evidence-based practices and technological
advancements.

Improved ethical considerations in critical care.

Stronger interprofessional collaboration and teamwork skills.

Increased competency in quality improvement initiatives.

Preparation for certification in critical care nursing.

The AANC Core Curriculum for Progressive and Critical Care Nursing is an
invaluable resource for nurses seeking to excel in critical care settings. Its
comprehensive content, focus on evidence-based practice, and emphasis
on ethical considerations provide a solid foundation for nurses to provide
exceptional patient care. By incorporating this curriculum into their
professional development, nurses can enhance their knowledge, skills, and
leadership abilities, ultimately improving patient outcomes and advancing
the field of critical care nursing.
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