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Archbishop James Morrison (1884-1950) was a remarkable figure in
Canadian history. As the Bishop of Antigonish from 1930 to 1950, he
became known for his progressive ideas and unwavering commitment to
social justice. Morrison's legacy continues to inspire generations of
Canadians to strive for a more just and equitable society.

Early Life and Education

Morrison was born in Antigonish, Nova Scotia, in 1884. He was the son of
Irish immigrants who had settled in the region in the mid-19th century.
Morrison's parents were devout Catholics, and he received a strong
Catholic education. He attended St. Francis Xavier University in Antigonish,
where he excelled in his studies and developed a deep passion for social
justice.

Priesthood and Early Career

In 1907, Morrison was ordained as a priest in the Roman Catholic Church.
He served as a parish priest in several communities in Nova Scotia before
being appointed as the Bishop of Antigonish in 1930. As Bishop, Morrison
set out to implement his vision of a more just and equitable society.
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The Antigonish Movement

One of Morrison's most significant contributions was the founding of the
Antigonish Movement, which became a national movement for social and
economic reform. The movement was based on the principle of adult
education and community empowerment. Morrison believed that ordinary
people could be empowered to improve their own lives and communities
through education and cooperation.

The Antigonish Movement established credit unions, cooperatives, and
study clubs throughout Nova Scotia and beyond. It helped farmers,
fishermen, and workers to gain control over their own economic destinies
and improve their standard of living. The movement became a model for
community development efforts across Canada and around the world.

Social Justice Activism

Morrison was a tireless advocate for social justice. He spoke out against
poverty, inequality, and discrimination. He supported labor unions and
fought for the rights of workers. He also played a leading role in the
movement for racial equality in Canada.

Morrison's commitment to social justice was rooted in his deep faith. He
believed that all people were created equal in the eyes of God and that it
was the duty of Christians to work for a more just and equitable world.

A Vision for Canada

Morrison had a profound impact on Canadian society. He helped to shape
the country's social and economic policies and inspired generations of
Canadians to work for a better future. His legacy continues to inspire
people today to strive for a more just and equitable world.



Archbishop James Morrison was a remarkable leader who made a
significant contribution to Canadian history. His vision of a more just and
equitable society continues to inspire people today. Morrison's legacy is a
reminder of the power of one person to make a difference in the world.

Further Reading

= Archbishop James Morrison of Antigonish: McGill-Queen Studies in the
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