
Emancipation Proclamation: A Timeline of
Cause and Effect
The Emancipation Proclamation was a landmark document in American
history. It was issued by President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863,
and declared the freedom of all enslaved people in the United States. The
proclamation was a major turning point in the Civil War, and it ultimately led
to the abolition of slavery.
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In this article, we will explore the causes and effects of the Emancipation
Proclamation. We will examine the events that led up to the proclamation,
as well as its immediate and long-term consequences.

Causes of the Emancipation Proclamation

There were a number of factors that contributed to the issuance of the
Emancipation Proclamation. These factors included:
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The growing pressure from abolitionists. Abolitionists were people
who fought to end slavery. They believed that slavery was a moral evil,
and they worked to persuade the government to abolish it.

The military necessity. As the Civil War progressed, it became
increasingly clear that the Union could not win without the help of
African American soldiers. The Emancipation Proclamation was seen
as a way to encourage African Americans to join the Union army.

Lincoln's own moral convictions. Lincoln was a complex man, and
his views on slavery evolved over time. By 1863, he had come to
believe that slavery was a morally repugnant institution.

Effects of the Emancipation Proclamation

The Emancipation Proclamation had a profound impact on the United
States. Its immediate effects included:

The freeing of thousands of slaves. The Emancipation Proclamation
declared the freedom of all enslaved people in the Confederate states.
This meant that over 4 million slaves were freed overnight.

The bolstering of the Union war effort. The Emancipation
Proclamation encouraged African Americans to join the Union army.
This helped to turn the tide of the war in favor of the Union.

The deepening of the divide between the North and the South.
The Emancipation Proclamation drove a wedge between the North
and the South. The South saw the proclamation as an attack on its
way of life, while the North saw it as a necessary step towards ending
slavery.



In the long term, the Emancipation Proclamation had a number of important
consequences. These consequences included:

The abolition of slavery. The Emancipation Proclamation was a
major step towards the abolition of slavery. Although it did not
immediately end slavery in the United States, it helped to create the
conditions that led to the abolition of slavery in 1865.

The rise of African Americans. The Emancipation Proclamation gave
African Americans a new sense of hope and possibility. It helped to
pave the way for the civil rights movement and the eventual integration
of African Americans into American society.

The shaping of American history. The Emancipation Proclamation is
one of the most important documents in American history. It has
shaped the course of American history, and it continues to be a source
of inspiration and hope for people around the world.

The Emancipation Proclamation was a landmark document in American
history. It was a bold act that helped to end slavery and shape the course of
American history. The proclamation is a reminder of the power of words
and the importance of fighting for what is right.
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