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Ken Hechler, a towering figure in West Virginia politics, left an indomitable
mark on the state's political landscape. His unwavering dedication to public
service, coupled with his infectious charisma, made him a beloved and
respected figure for decades.
From Humble Roots to Political Prominence

Born in 1914 in the coalfields of West Virginia, Hechler's early life was
marked by the struggles and aspirations of his community. Despite the
challenges, he excelled academically, earning a scholarship to attend
Marshall University.

Hechler's passion for politics ignited during his college years. He became
deeply involved in student government and the Democratic Party, laying the
foundation for his future career.

A Force in the Legislature

Hechler's political journey began in earnest when he was elected to the
West Virginia House of Delegates in 1940. He quickly rose through the
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ranks, becoming Speaker of the House in 1951.

As Speaker, Hechler played a pivotal role in shaping West Virginia's post-
war policies. He championed legislation to improve education, healthcare,
and labor conditions.
A Progressive Governor

In 1956, Hechler was elected as the 25th Governor of West Virginia. His
governorship was marked by a series of progressive reforms, including the
establishment of a state income tax and the creation of West Virginia
University's Institute of Technology.

Hechler's commitment to education extended beyond the state level. He
served as President of Marshall University from 1980 to 1990, where he
oversaw a period of significant growth and academic excellence.

A Champion for the Appalachian Region

Throughout his career, Hechler was a staunch advocate for the
Appalachian region. He believed that the region's unique challenges
required a targeted and compassionate approach from policymakers.

As a member of the U.S. House of Representatives from 1977 to 1983,
Hechler fought for federal funding for economic development and
infrastructure projects in Appalachia.

A Legacy of Service

Ken Hechler's political career spanned seven decades. He served in every
level of government, from the local to the national level. Throughout his
tenure, he remained a tireless champion for the people of West Virginia.



Hechler's legacy extends far beyond his political achievements. He was a
respected author, a devoted husband and father, and a true friend to
countless West Virginians.
Preserving His Memory

In recognition of his extraordinary contributions, Marshall University
established the Ken Hechler Democracy in Practice Program. This program
promotes civic engagement and leadership development among West
Virginia's youth.

The life of Ken Hechler is a testament to the power of public service and
the indomitable spirit of West Virginians. His legacy will continue to inspire
generations to come.
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