
Pursuing China: A Memoir of a Beaver Liaison
Officer
In the annals of international diplomacy, few roles are as unique or
challenging as that of a beaver liaison officer. Charged with facilitating
communication and cooperation between China and the West during a time
of rapid change and heightened tensions, these individuals played a vital
role in shaping the course of history.
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In Pursuing China, former beaver liaison officer David Kilgour offers a
captivating memoir of his experiences in this extraordinary role. Drawing on
his firsthand observations and encounters with key players on both sides of
the Pacific, Kilgour provides a vivid and insightful account of the complex
and fascinating world of China's rise to power.
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From his early days as a young diplomat in Beijing to his later role as
Canada's Secretary of State for Asia-Pacific, Kilgour witnessed firsthand
the dramatic transformation of China from a closed and isolated nation to a
global superpower. He recounts his meetings with Deng Xiaoping, Jiang
Zemin, and Hu Jintao, and shares his unique insights into the inner
workings of the Chinese government.

But Pursuing China is more than just a memoir of diplomatic encounters. It
is also a deeply personal story of Kilgour's own journey of discovery and
understanding. As he navigated the complexities of China's political and
cultural landscape, Kilgour came to appreciate the country's rich history, its
ancient traditions, and its aspirations for the future.

Written with honesty, humor, and a keen eye for detail, Pursuing China is
an essential read for anyone interested in international relations, Chinese
history, or simply the art of diplomacy. Kilgour's unique perspective and
firsthand experiences provide a valuable and thought-provoking account of
one of the most important and consequential relationships of our time.

Reviews

"A fascinating and insightful memoir from a seasoned diplomat who played
a key role in shaping Canada's relationship with China. Kilgour's unique
perspective and firsthand experiences provide a valuable and thought-
provoking account of one of the most important and consequential
relationships of our time." - John Manley, former Canadian Minister of
Foreign Affairs

"A must-read for anyone interested in international relations, Chinese
history, or simply the art of diplomacy. Kilgour's memoir is a captivating and



insightful account of his experiences as a beaver liaison officer, and offers a
unique glimpse into the complex and fascinating world of China's rise to
power." - David Mulroney, former Canadian Ambassador to China

About the Author

David Kilgour is a former Canadian politician and diplomat who served as
Secretary of State for Asia-Pacific from 2002 to 2005. He is the author of
several books on China, including The Dragon and the Elephant and
China: A New History.
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your copy today and immerse yourself in this captivating and insightful
memoir of a beaver liaison officer's extraordinary journey through the
complex and fascinating world of China's rise to power.
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