
Robert Florey: The French Expressionist who
Defined American Horror Cinema
Robert Florey, a French director, writer, and producer, was a trailblazing
figure in the world of cinema. Born in France in 1898, Florey moved to the
United States in 1921 and quickly became a prominent figure in the
burgeoning film industry. Throughout his career, he directed over 100 films,
spanning a wide range of genres from horror to comedy. Florey's unique
blend of French Expressionism and American pragmatism left an indelible
mark on the history of cinema.

Early Life and Influences

Robert Florey was born in Paris, France, on September 14, 1898. His
father was a successful businessman, and his mother was a talented
pianist. Florey showed an early interest in the arts, particularly painting and
photography. He studied art at the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris, where he
was influenced by the work of the French Impressionists.
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After graduating from the École des Beaux-Arts, Florey worked as a set
designer and assistant director for several French film studios. In 1921, he
moved to the United States and began working as a director for Paramount
Pictures.

Hollywood Career

Florey's first American film was "The Man from Glengarry" (1922),a
Western starring Thomas Meighan. The film was a critical and commercial
success, and it helped to establish Florey as a rising star in Hollywood.
Over the next few years, he directed a number of successful films,
including "The Rough Riders" (1927),"The Garden of Eden" (1928),and
"The Red Dance" (1928).

In 1931, Florey directed his most famous film, "Frankenstein." The film was
a critical and commercial success, and it is considered to be one of the
greatest horror films ever made. Florey's Expressionist style is evident
throughout the film, particularly in the scenes set in the laboratory and the
castle.

Florey continued to direct films throughout the 1930s and 1940s. He
worked with a variety of actors, including Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi, and
Humphrey Bogart. In 1942, he directed "The Beast with Five Fingers,"
starring Peter Lorre. The film is a classic example of the horror genre, and
it is still considered to be one of Florey's best works.

Later Career

In the 1950s, Florey began to work in television. He directed episodes of
such popular shows as "Alfred Hitchcock Presents," "The Twilight Zone,"
and "The Outer Limits." He also directed several low-budget horror films,



such as "The Atomic Submarine" (1959) and "The Mad Doctor of Blood
Island" (1961).

Florey continued to work in the film industry until his death in 1979. He was
a prolific director who made a significant contribution to the history of
cinema. His films are still studied and admired by film scholars and fans
alike.

Legacy

Robert Florey is considered to be one of the most important figures in the
history of horror cinema. His unique blend of French Expressionism and
American pragmatism helped to shape the genre. His films are still
considered to be classics of the genre, and they continue to influence
filmmakers today.

Florey was also a gifted teacher. He taught film at the University of
California, Los Angeles, and he helped to inspire a new generation of
filmmakers. His students included John Carpenter, Joe Dante, and Tobe
Hooper.

Robert Florey was a true pioneer in the world of cinema. His films are a
testament to his talent and his dedication to the art form. He is a legend of
the horror genre, and his films will continue to be enjoyed by audiences for
generations to come.

Robert Florey was a French Expressionist director who made a significant
contribution to American horror cinema. His films are still considered to be
classics of the genre, and they continue to influence filmmakers today.
Florey was also a gifted teacher, and he helped to inspire a new generation



of filmmakers. He is a legend of the horror genre, and his films will continue
to be enjoyed by audiences for generations to come.

Call to Action

If you are a fan of horror films, then you need to check out the work of
Robert Florey. His films are a masterclass in the genre, and they are sure
to leave you entertained and terrified.

Here are a few of Florey's films that you should check out:

* Frankenstein (1931) * The Beast with Five Fingers (1942) * The Atomic
Submarine (1959) * The Mad Doctor of Blood Island (1961)

You can find Florey's films on streaming services, DVD, and Blu-ray.

I hope you enjoy exploring the work of Robert Florey, one of the greatest
horror directors of all time.
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