
The First Attempt by a Woman to Reach
Hawaii by Air: A Journey of Courage,
Determination, and Historical Significance
Prologue: A Daring Dream Takes Flight

In the annals of aviation history, the name Merle Jane (Stanton) Johnston
stands out as a symbol of indomitable spirit and pioneering audacity. As the
first woman to attempt the perilous journey from California to Hawaii by air,
Johnston embarked on an extraordinary adventure that captivated the
world's attention and left an enduring legacy in the field of aviation.

The Woman Behind the Mission

Born in the small town of What Cheer, Iowa, in 1891, Merle Jane Stanton
was a spirited and adventurous young woman from an early age. After
learning to fly in 1911, she quickly gained a reputation as a skilled aviator,
performing daring aerial stunts and setting new records. Driven by a
relentless pursuit of adventure, Johnston set her sights on an
unprecedented challenge: becoming the first woman to fly from the
mainland United States to Hawaii.
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The Daunting Hawaiian Flight Path

The journey Johnston proposed was fraught with peril. The vast expanse of
the Pacific Ocean, the unpredictable weather conditions, and the isolated
nature of the Hawaiian Islands made the flight an exceptionally dangerous
undertaking. Undeterred, Johnston assembled a team of dedicated
individuals, including her husband, Jack, who served as her radio operator.

The Aircraft: A Modified Travel Air 6000C

For her historic flight, Johnston chose a modified Travel Air 6000C, a
single-engine aircraft known for its reliability and endurance. Working with
her team, Johnston meticulously prepared the plane for the arduous
journey, installing extra fuel tanks and equipping it with state-of-the-art
navigation instruments.

Departure from Oakland: July 21, 1928

With the sun rising over the San Francisco Bay, Merle Jane Johnston and
her crew bid farewell to Oakland Airport and embarked on their daring
adventure. As the plane climbed into the sky, Johnston could feel the
weight of the world's hopes and expectations resting upon her shoulders.

Into the Vastness of the Pacific: Days of Uncertainty

The early stages of the flight were relatively uneventful, but as Johnston
and her team ventured deeper into the Pacific, they encountered
unpredictable weather conditions. With limited communication capabilities,
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Johnston relied heavily on her instincts and the skills she had honed over
years of flying.

Disaster Strikes: A Forced Landing on Baker Island

On the second day of the flight, a fuel leak forced Johnston to make an
emergency landing on the desolate Baker Island. Stranded and with limited
supplies, Johnston and her crew faced dwindling hopes of reaching Hawaii.

Rescue and Resilience: A Return to the Mainland

After spending three days on Baker Island, Johnston and her crew were
miraculously rescued by the United States Navy. Undeterred by the
setback, Johnston returned to the mainland, determined to complete her
mission at a later date.

Epilogue: A Legacy of Inspiration and Achievement

Although she never successfully reached Hawaii by air, Merle Jane
Johnston's attempt remains an extraordinary testament to her courage,
perseverance, and love of aviation. Her journey inspired countless
individuals, both within and outside the world of aviation, and paved the
way for future female aviators.

Celebrating the Pioneer: A Monument to Courage

Today, Johnston's legacy lives on in various forms, including a monument
erected in her honor at the Oakland International Airport. The monument
serves as a reminder of her pioneering spirit and the enduring impact she
had on the world of aviation.

: A Timeless Story of Adventure and Inspiration



Merle Jane Johnston's attempt to reach Hawaii by air is a timeless story of
adventure, determination, and historical significance. Her journey continues
to inspire aviators, adventurers, and individuals around the world to pursue
their dreams and to never give up in the face of adversity. As we celebrate
her legacy, we recognize the extraordinary contributions she made to the
field of aviation and to the world at large.
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